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Septvember 18, 1981 | R BLL & VED
SEP 21198

Mr. Fred Matter, P.E. ' _ Co:’pm QuUALTy

Chief, Monitoring and
Enforcement Section

Water Quality Control Division-

Colorado Department of Health

4210 E. Eleventh Avenue .

Denver, Colorado 80220

OL Division

RE: Notice of Violation and Cease and
Desist QOrder - Rico Project

" Dear Mr. Matter:

In our letter of April 28, 1981, wé indicated that the "seepage"
below the Silver Creek ta111ngs ponds would be co11ected and
conveyed to the proposed water treatment plant.

Recent geotechnical investigations by our consu]tants indicate
that the observed flow is not seepage but rather a fraction of the

subsurface flow in S11ver Creek which for some reason surfaces in
‘that area.

We have, therefore, changed our plans and have eliminated consi-
derat1on of collecting and treat1ng this flow.

We will continue 'to monitor both volume and water qua11ty of this
flow as part.of our water quality assessment program.

If any further information is needed, please advise.

Very, tfu]y yours,

John ﬁiﬁ

Manager, '
Health, Safety and Environment

JRW/1d

pc: C. Garlasco

ANACONDA Cupper Company Division ol The ANACONDA ompany
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COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH Al Aoty

Division or Section of Water Quality Control :2b4(1 ,
INTER-QFFICE COMMUNICATION

TO : Bob Hykan DATE  : October 26, 1981

FROM: Pat Nelson SUBJECT: Notice of Violation and Cease

and Desist Order dated August

27, 1980 agéinst Rico Explora-
tion and Production Company,
NPDES PERMIT NO. CO0-0029793

Attached are the following documents:

(1.) Notice of Violation and Cease and Desist Order against Rico Exploration and
Production Company dated August 27, 1980.

(2.) December 1, 1980 letter from Mr. Arden Wallum to Rico Argentine Mining Company
issuing temporary permit.

(3.) September 4, 1980 - letter from Mr. Arden Wallum to Anaconda Copper Company,
offical name change notification.

Please amend the above referenced Order so that it reflects the changes in ownership
in the Findings of Fact. The Order should be directed to John Whyte, Projects
Manager, Exploration. The changes in the Cease and Desist Order part are as follows:

(4.) To carry out the following compliance schedule, completing the activities
specified by the dates indicated:

a (a.) Install flow monitoring device at the outfall of the
RECENWED i ) i

last pond prior to the discharge to the Dolores River.
Completed October 15, 1980

NOV 12 198i (b.) Confine the 002 discharge to a single point.
Completed October 15, 1980
WA | er QUALITY P ctober 13, 13
D. E (c.) To construct a treatment facility which is capable of
bringing and keeping the discharge in compliance. The
construction of such a facility should conform to the
following dates:
= Target Award October 29, 1981
oy Kick-0ff Meeting November 2, 1981
O ’
R""C“"'IVED Completion Date October 1, 1982

oy 9 1981 (d.) Propose a program for Division approval on the Dolores River
that will demonstrate any impact of the ponds on the river,
The program shall include frequency, parameters and shall be

WATER QUALITY implemented within 15 days of program approval.

D. E.

Water Quality Study for 1981 February 1, 1982
Water Quality Study for 1982 February 1, 1983

PAN:rk ,
/ _
cc - Fred Hinman é;ﬁ'!.!'d'w-ﬂ/ L

Signature

AD BUS-29 (10-29-100)
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COLORADD DEPARTYMENT OF HEALTH
OIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION

HL WQ HRWL

IN THE MATTER OF

RICD EXPLORATION AND
PRODUCTION COMPANY, a divi-
sion of CRYSTAL EXPLORATION
AND PRODUCTION COMPANY .

NOTICE OF VIOLATION
AND
CEASE AND DESISY ORDER
DOLORES COUNTY, COLQRADO

NPDES PERMIT NO. LO~0029793,

TD: Dele Jahnke
General Manager

EINDINGS QF EALY

Pursuant to the authority vested in the Division of
adninistration of the Colorado Depaftment of Health by part
ITle article By title 25y CeRaSe 1973, which authority has
been delegated to me by the executive directors I hereby
make the following findings of fact:

le RICD ARGENTINE MINING COMPANY (®RicO")y @ Qivi-
sion of Crystal Exploration and Production Companyy Owns
and operates a basé.and precious metal mine and froth-flotation
mil)l located north of the town of Rico which is the subject
of NPDES permit Noe CO-0029793 {(“permit®).

2« The permit was issued by the Colorado Department
of Healths Division of Administration ("division™) on June
ly 1976 and has been in full force and effect since approxi-
mately one month after that date. The permit will expire
at midnighty December 31y 1980.

3. The permit authorizes Rico to discharge into
Silver Creek and the Dolores Rivery which are "state waters"”
as defined by the Colorado Water Quality Control Acte.

&« 0On September 18 and 2%, and October 24 1978,

and May 9y 22+ and 31y 1979 the division sampled the effluyent

o C ot o A R > ha— o we s




from discharge point 002 of the facility. Split samples ‘
were offered tos and accepted by Rico.
5. The division analyzed the samples taken in find-
ing NOoe« 4 in their laboratory according to standard testing
procedures and determined that the following pollutant param-

eters concentrations were in the discharge: -

Pollutant Parameter Concentration

Date Zn _(mg/l) Hg (mg/l)

9-18-78 0.79

9-25-78 0.92

10-2-78 : 0.99

Average 0.90

5-9-79 2.7
'5-22-79 3.0 .0006
5-31-79 5.0

Average 3.57

6« Oivision representatives have also observed
seepage into the Dolores River through the sides of the
series of ponds that runs along the river. This discharge
appears to be continuouss and was specifically observed on
the following dates in 1978: May 16 and 3l June 7 and 21,
July 69 lly and 26» and August 28. Discharge to the river

" from the side of a pond was also observed on May 2 and 9,
1980.

T Discharge monitoring reports submitted by Rico
for the-quarter ending July ly 1979 indicated that both
daily maximums and 30-day average limitations for zinc were
exceededs The report for the quarter ending October 1y
1979 indicated that the daily maximum limitation for copper
was exceedede.

8. In addgitionsy discharge monitoring reports submit-

-2-
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ted by Rico have been incompletes for example failing to

repart flow volumesy number of exceptionssy frequency of anal-

ysess and sample type. g

NOIICE_QE_YIOQLATION

You are hereby notified that the facts stated above

constitute violations of NPDES permit No. (C0-0029793.

This permit provides in pertinent part:

‘ a=d lasting through December 31, 1
et icé Seginning July 1, 1977, o & sti .
)H-ﬁngriﬁi-z:rizcautfo‘i'ﬁg to disch~rge from outfzali(sisarial nurcer{s) 002, the St. Louis Tur
.ne perwits utheorize
iver. : - : e .
Fo‘thgiggggsgst;hﬂll be Limitcd cnd monitored by the permittee as epacificd below
2w Cil 4 -

X - risti Mscharee Liritatisns _
¢ 7leern: Characteristic Veicht Rl > aceatration
kq/dn;(lbs/day) re/l . rg/l
30-day Loz al Daily Mci b/ 30-d2y avg a/ Daily Yax b/

-1=3/Day (1CD) N/A N/A N/A N/A

,1 Suspended Solids N/A - N/A 20 30

11 Copper N/A - N/A 0.05 0.09
31 Zinc N/A N/A 0.5 1.0

al Lead N/A N/A - N/A 0.2

al Mercury N/A N/A N/A 070002

tne permit also provides thatA“any discharge to the

waters of the state from a point source other than specifi-
cally authorized is prohibited.™ The discharges through the

sides of the ponds fall under this prohibition.

CEASE_ANQ_DRESISI_QRDER

Based upon the foregoing findings of fact and notice

of violations and pursuant to the provisions of CeReSe 1973,

25-8-605y I hereby order you:

l« To take such steps as are necessary to forthwith

cease and desist from all discharges to the waters of the

State of Colorado from the above-described premises that

-3a-
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are in violation of NPDES permit No. (C0D-00229793.

2. To perform any work necessary to prevent any
future violations of NPDES permit No. CD-0029793 from the
above-described premiseses

3. Yo give written notice within ten days after
receipt of this order to the Department of Health stating .
your intent to comply with this cease and desist order.

4. 7To carry out the following compliance schedule,

completing the activities specified by the dates indicated:

a. Install flow monitoring '3
device at the-outfall OJ'
of the last pond prior P _
to discharge to the T
Dolores Rivers - Dctober 1y 19837 J%M
b. Confine the 002 discharge i fyoe s = Jo &
point to a single pointe. Dctober 1y 1980 :

c. Propose a programy for - . o NS
;Division approvaly to
bring discharge into com- e 4 4 .
;_,,/;; pliances The program S e '.,Tgﬂ?a;
e should include a schedule GRS SIS
of implementatione October 450 1980°

—
>

el

de Propose a program, for
St an division approval, on

SR A S the Dolores River that

will demonstrate any [
impact of the ponds on
the river The program
shall include frequency,
parameters and shall be
implemented within 15
days of program approval. Dctober 1, 1980
5. Complete and submit all discharge monitoring
reports as required by the permit,.

CeReSe 19734 25-8-603y provides that if the division
does not require a hearings an alleged violator may request
the division to conduct such a hearings Such request shall
be in writing and shall be filed with the division no later
than thircy (30) days after service of this ordere For clar-
ification of the rights of the recipients of notices of

violations and cease and desist orders, parties are advised

to consult the Colorado Water Quality Control Acts CeReSe

-y ~
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1973, 25-8-101 gt _s8Qe.

No*hing herein containedy particularly those portions
requiring cartain acts to be performed within a certain
timesy snall be construed as a permnit or licensesy either to
violate any provisions of the public health laws and requla-
tions promulgated thereunder or to make any discharges to

the waters of the state.

DATED at Denver, Colorado this __27th _ day of August _ ’
1980«
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION
GARY G: BROETZMAN
Director
Water Quality Control Division
- _ AG Alpha No. HL WQ HUFD

AG File Noe DNR/TBO/MTY
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